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While the stars of Douglas and Lane were describing their uneven
orbits, northern Democrats had been going to the polls as well as to
conventions. The returns were not encouraging. The September elec-
tions showed increased majorities for the Republicans in Vermont and
Maine. In October, Ohio Republicans had won the governor and legis-
lature with increased pluralities. In Indiana, what little voting there
was showed Republican gains. In Pennsylvania, though the lead of the
"opposition" for the state ticket was slightly reduced, it finally captured
for the first time both houses of the legislature. In the New York cam-
paigns, which would not climax until November and December, the
situation remained complicated. The American party, instead of nomi-
nating an independent ticket, had decided to endorse four Democrats
and five Republicans. They thus annexed the title, "Balance of Power"
party. This move gave the Democrats some hope of partial success for
their state ticket.26
In the midst of these mixed political signs, news flashed over the
wires that set the nerves of the nation on edge. About eleven o'clock
Monday morning, October 17, a message came to President Buchanan.
President Garrett of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad telegraphed a re-
port from one of his conductors that Harpers Ferry with its arsenal
was in the hands of insurrectionaries, white and Negro. Buchanan im-
mediately called Floyd and the acting Attorney General (Black was not
available), and despatched artillery from Fortress Monroe and marines
from the Navy Yard. He summoned Colonel Robert E. Lee and Lieu-
tenant J. E. B. Stuart to join in council, and the group drew up plans
for putting the section under martial law if required. Lee and Stuart
set off armed with the necessary papers, and they and the marines,
whom they overtook, arrived at Harpers Ferry about midnight. They
discovered then that local militia and townsmen had cornered in an
engine house all that were left of the twenty-two raiders. At dawn
Lee summoned the beleaguered to surrender and, when they refused,
battered down the door and captured them.
That day Governor Wise and Senator Mason arrived and cross-